FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
talking, while Prosecutor Vyshinsky confines himself to an occasional
question, are behaving spontaneously.
"No set of seventeen men could act their parts so brilliantly nor sustain
their activity in this way without a slip for four long days.
"They are clearly in full possession of their faculties, do not appear to
be terrorized, and look well.
"There is nothing to prevent any of them from alleging that the
charges are 'framed.' "l
The Moscow Correspondent of the News Chronicle, January 26,
1937, stated:
"All assertions abroad of broken spirits of the defendants and the
administration of narcotics upon them by the State to force proper
replies is sheer nonsense. The accused are well dressed, appear to be
well fed, and in the best of health.
"They speak their mind with rare interruptions from the prosecutor,
often asking for the floor, and being given it in the course of fellow-
defendants' testimony."
And on the 2jth the same correspondent said:
"An important statement on the bearing of the witnesses was made
to me to-day by a well-known foreign diplomat who had been attending
the sessions daily.
" *As a lawyer and judge of many years' experience,* he said, 'I have
acquired the ability, generally to tell accurately when the accused in
court is telling the truth. I am convinced that these people are telling the
truth.' "
This was corroborated by other correspondents, notably Mr.
Walter Duranty, the well-known Moscow Correspondent of the
New York Times and recognized as one of the ablest journalists
in Europe. He declared:
"The prosecution was also fortunate in being able to 'star' Pyatakov,
whose words carried conviction to the most obdurate hearers. One of
the most experienced foreign diplomats told the writer to-night: 'If this
is lying, then I have never heard truth.* "2
1 Daily Herald, January 28, 1937.     2 New York Times, January 24, 1937.
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